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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION AND STATEivJENT OF Tim PROBLEivi 
The job of programming, of seeing that the right 
material reaches the right people, has become a difficult 
one in recent years. In the motion picture industry, as 
long as the public was attending the pictures, executives 
were content to allow this policy to rest on the intuition 
of a few executives. It was not until the early forties 
that this industry decided to look at their product in any 
kind of a scientific manner. 1 
1 
'Since television is the newest, as well as one of the 
largest, of the mass media, it is logical that it is a field 
in which the least research has been done. It is true that 
Hooper, Nielson, and A. R. B. do turn out vast amount of 
statistical data, but outside of telling us how many people 
watch a certain program, they contribute very little to our 
understanding of the material watched. 2 
1Leo A. Handel, Hollywood Looks at its.Audience 
(Urbana: The University of Illinois Press, 1950), pp .. 3-l.j... 
2Harry G. Meline, "The Influence of Status on Certain 
Television Habits" (Unpublished Master 1 s thesis, Boston 
University, Boston, 1956), p. 1. 
2 
In recent years, many people have become concerned 
with the content or the programs and movies. One of the more 
efrective organizations concerning itself with the movies is 
the twenty-two year old Legion of Decency.3 Television re-
gulates itself through the standards and regulations of The 
Television Code of the National 'Association of Radio and 
Television Broadcasters.4 
This study is to concern itself with children and 
the television and movies that they watch. It is necessary, 
therefore, to look at what the industries have done to con-
trol their products that are offered to this audience. 
While the motion picture industry has made significant 
- pictures for young people, because of the nature of distri-
bution, they cannot, with any degree of certainty, produce 
solely for this audience. Television, on the other hand, 
owns its young audience, and it has been referred to as a 
Pied Piper of Hamelin in modern dress.5 What steps has the 
Television Industry taken to control the product that it 
offers to these youngsters? 
3 •••••••••• nMovie Morality", Time, (June 11, 1956), 
p. 76. 
4 Carrol O'Meara, Television Program and Production, 
(New York: The Ronald Press Company, 1955),-p7 330. 
5 Robert Lewis Shayon, Television and Our Children, 
(New York: Longro.ans, Green and Company, 195l),p. 17. 
3 
Once again, we must return to nThe Television Codett. 
The Code, referring to children's programs, admonishes 
telecasters to exercise care in the following regards, 
"··•· in affording opportunities for cultural growth as well 
as for wholesome entertainment.u6 
It is evident, therefore, that there is some control 
over the pictures and telecasts our young people watch. The 
next question seems to be; how effective is this system of 
checks and balances. Are these programs and movies, as pre-
viously cited, noffering opportunities :ror cultural growth?u 
Preliminary investigation disclosed that the average 
seventh grader sees two or more movies a month and watches 
television for three and one-half hours a day, five or more 
days a week. They go to bed about nine o'clock on school 
nights and eleven o'clock on the weekend. This restricts 
much of their viewing to times when the local channels are 
filled with the so-called adventure series.. Further in-
vestigation showed that seventh graders see most of their 
movies on Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Many of the local 
theatre operators sche~ule pictures of the adventure type 
for showing at that time. 
It seemed obvious that these children were being ex-
posed to a great amount of rather stereotyped motion picture 
6 0 1Meara, .Q:Q.• cit., p. 33l.J... 
4 
and television films. The next question is, how stereotyped? 
Are these films so stereotyped that this audience is able to 
predict plot and outcome on the basis of previous experience 
with this type of film, or did this type of picture offer a 
real challenge? That is the problem. Is there enough 
challenge to maintain interest, or do they watch merely 
because it is the only entertainment readily available or 
predictable? 
Teachers have known for centuries that a challenge 
must exist if teaching is to be really effective. Kilpatrick 
said, "···· as a rule, the more educative an eXperience proves 
in the end to be, the more truly it was for the learner an 
adventure into the unknown. 117 
A further problem was whether this seventh grade 
audience was being offered an intellectual challenge in these 
popular forms of entertainment. Was this audience captivated 
or merely captive? 
7 William Kilpatrick, in National Society for the 
Study of Education, Twenty-sixth Yearbook, Part II, 
Foundations of Curriculum Making (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1927), p., 14i.J.. 
5 
CHAPTER II 
1. SOURCE OF THE DATA 
The subjects, selected for study, were in the seventh 
grade in the Junior High School in lrlest Warwick, Rhode 
Island. There is only one junior high school in this town; 
hence, this is the junior high school population of this 
public school community. 
1 West Warwick is a town of about 19,000 people, 
situated in the geographical center of the state, about 
twelve miles southwest of the capital, Providence. The town 
comprises a group of villages on the banks of the Pawtu.xet 
River. Until recent years, textiles were the chief industry 
of the area. However, many of the larger mills have sus-
pended operations, and today the local industry is largely 
diversified in character. 
The population is comprised largely of French, Italian, 
Portuguese, and Irish descent. These national groups are 
highly independent, and although the population is pre-
dominately Roman Catholic, each group has its own church 
and school. 2 It is estimated that fifty-two per cent of tte 
1 1950 Census. 
2 KNOW~ WARWICK, (Compiled and published by the 
Commercial Printing and Portrait Company, West Warwick, 
l933),p.7. 
• 
6 
total school population attends parochial schools.3 Students 
in the Junior High School are placed in homogenius groups 
according to I. Q. and elementary school achievement. Hence~ 
a high~ a middle, and a low group was chosen f'or this study.' 
The average, or mean4 age and I. Q. of' the subjects is 
best expressed in the f'ollowing tables. 
High Group 
Middle Group 
Low Group 
Entire Sample 
High Group 
Middle Group 
Low Group 
En tire Sample 
TABLE I 
Average Age of' Subjects 
Entire 
No. Males No.. Females No.. Group 
19 
11 
12 
42 
12.3 
12.5 
13.1+ 
12.7 
15 
14 
10 
39 
12.2 
13 .. 0 
13.8 
13.0 
TABLE II 
Average I. Q. of Subjects 
No. Males 
19 
11 
12 
l.j.2 
111.9 
104.1 
89.8 
101.9 
M2.!.. Females 
15 
14 
16 
39 
111.8 
108.8 
97.3 
105.9 
22 
81 
12.25 
12.75 
13.6 
12.87 
Entire 
No. Group 
22 
81 
111.8 
106.l.j. 
93.5 
103.9 
3 West Warwick School Department 
4 Henry R. Garrett, St~tistics in Psychology and 
Education, (Third Edition, New York: Longmans, Green and 
Company~ 1947)~ p. 32. 
7 
The sample, therefore, consisted of forty-two boys 
aged 12.7 years with an I. Q. of 101.9 and thirty-nine girls 
aged 13.0 years with an I. Q. of 105.9, a total of eighty-
one children with an average age of 12.87 years and an I. Q. 
of 103.9. 
2. PROCEDURE 
The subjects were first given a questionnaire.5 The 
first section ask~d their opinions about types of television 
programs and motion pictures, and for certain facts con-
cerning television set ownership, bedtime habits and parental 
supervision. 
They were then told that they were to see the film, 
"Prairie Vengeance", starring Hopalong Cassidy. This was a 
typical, stereotyped cowboy film in which Hopalong Cassidy 
overcomes a gang of outlaws and clears an innocent man. 
There were three secondary characters: Johnny, Hoppyl s npal tt, 
who had been falsely accused of bank robbery; Shanghai, a 
bad man who turned good; and Linda, Shanghait s law abiding 
daughter. A series of questions were asked to determine 
their ability to predict the plot and outcome from just the 
title and star alone. 
A portion of the film was then shown to the group. 
After they had seen approximately twenty-five per cent of 
5 confer Appendix. 
the picture, the film was stopped, and they were asked to 
predict future events on the basis of what they had seen. 
This process was repeated a second time, and once again a 
8 
questionnaire was answered regarding future happenings. At 
the third and final break, questions were asked about the 
picturets outcome. 
The questionnai~es consisted of a series of questions 
with pre-coded alternatives. This type of question was 
selected over the open-end question because of previous ex-
perience with students within this age group. Seventh 
grade students, for the most part, are still finding it 
difficult to express their thoughts adequately in writing. 
Thus, questions with alternate choices seemed the best way 
of obtaining satisfactory answers. 
3· TREATI"lENT OF DATA 
The collected data was divided into three basic groups, 
the background questions, the pre-film questions, and the 
intra-film questions. 6 
This material was further broken down into division, 
by sex and I. 'Q.. groups. The number right was compared 
with the number wrong. 
An attempt was made to compare the right and wrong 
answers of the more chronic moviegoers and television 
6 confer Appendix. 
9 
watchers to those of the less chronic. A check showed that 
there was little marked difference in the answers and what 
slight di~ference existed fell into no recognizable pattern. 
Meline's investigation showed that Fifth graders are 
occasionally punished by being denied the right to watch 
television. 7 In a small sample, the few non-viewers could be 
ver.Y well be being punished. Our questions concerning movies 
covered only one week. Interviewing seemed to indicate that 
the pictures playing at the local theatres that week had very 
.little appeal for children.within this age group. 
The mater'ial as collected and described above will con-
stitute the material in the body of this thesis. As a con-
venient method of presentation, all questions will be tabu-
lated and discussed one at a time. 
l+. HYPOTHESES 
From the above mentioned data and method, the follow-
ing hypothe~es were drawn. 
1. Movies and television of the so-called nwestern 
or adventurett type are so stereotyped that children of the 
age and background of the subjects tested are able to pre-
dict plot and outcome from the title and star alone. 
2. No significant difference exists between the sexes 
in ability to predict outqome. 
3. No significant difference exists between the high 
and low I. Q,. groups inability to .predict outcome. 
7 Meline, ~· ~·, p. 24. 
CHAPTER III 
1. GENERAL BACKGROUND OF SUBJECTS 
or eighty-one subjects answering a question about 
television set ownership, eighty replied that they did 
10 
have a television set at home. Since there was only one 
child who did not own a set, it was easy to check the 
socio-economic group that she belonged to. The family was 
a lower-middle income group member. The head of the family 
was a semi-skilled factory worker, with about a tenth grade 
education. Since the subject was neither in the high or 
low income group, or in the high or low education group, 
there can hardly be anything significant·in the one "nou 
answer. 
Asked about movie attendance, the majority of the boys 
answered that they had seen no movies in the preceding week, 
while the majority of the girls had seen one movie. How-
ever, as mentioned in Chapter II, this seemed to have been 
an unusual week, in that the pictures playing had less 
appeal than usual for children in general and boys, in 
particular. 
The entire sample, boys arid girls alike stated that 
they had watched television every day the week before. Those 
who answered that they had watched less than every day were 
equally divided between boys and girls and came from all 
three groups. 
11 
TABLE III 
Question: "What time do .you go to bed on school nights?rt 
A. 
B. 
C~ 
D. 
E. 
Nine O'clock. 
Nine Thirty. 
Ten 0' clock. 
Ten Thirty. 
Eleven 0 1 clock. 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
8 
3 lt. 
3 
__.! 
6 
8 
0 
1 
0 
19 15 
Middle 
Group 
IV!. F. 
1 
g 
2 
0 
11 ll.j. 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
5 5 
l.j. 2 
3 3 
0 0 
0 _Q 
12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
ll.j. 16 
10 15 
12 6 
5 1 
_]._.± 
42 39 
In almost all cases, better than ninety per cent of 
the subjects, without regard to sex or I. Q. group, go to 
bed between nine and ten o'clock. 
- TABLE IV 
Question: uwhat time do you go to bed on weekends?ft 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
Entire 
Sample 
M.. F. 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
Nine O'clock. 
Nine Thirty. 
Ten O'clock. 
Ten Thirty. 
Eleven O'clock. 
5 
1 
0 
5 
8 
19 
0 
5 
7 
1 
_g 
15 
1 2 
0 0 
0 5 
~ J 
11 14 
0 1: 
2 1 
6 5 
1 2 
_3._1 
12 10 
6 
i 
10 
li 
42 
3 
6 
17 
~ 
39 
Bedtime on weekends, while not as definite as school 
night~ falls into a pretty regular pattern. It appears to 
be somewhere between ten and eleven o'clock for the boys 
and ten o'clock for the girls. Again the girls seem to be 
receiving a bit more supervision. 
12 
2. PARENTAL SUPERVISION OF SUBJECTS 
From the following data, it is possible to gain an 
insight into the amount of parental supervision that the 
subjects receive. 
TABLE V 
Question: 11Before going to the movies, do r.ou tell your 
mother or father where you are going? 1 
High Middle Low Entire 
GroUJ2 Grou12 Grou12 SamJ2le 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Yes, almost always. 17 14 9 12 11 10 37 36 
B. Yes,half the time. l 1 1 1 ·o 0 2 2 
c. No, almost never. 
...1:. _Q ...1:. _Q _Q _Q _g _g 
19 15 11 13 11 10 41 1+0 
Seventy-three out of eighty-one subjects answering, 
replied that they do tell their parents when they leave for 
the movies, and four of the remaining eight subjects replied 
they tell their parents about half the time. This seems to 
indicate that the parents know where their children are going. 
if not what they are going to see. 
TABLE VI 
Question: 11Do your mother and father let you see all kinds 
of movies? 11 
High Middle Low Entire 
GroUJ2 GroUJ2 Grou12 Sam:J2le 
M. F. M. F., M .. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 10 7 11 3 6 4 27 14 
B. No. 
....2 ....2 _Q ll ...1:. 6 10 _g6 
19 16 11 ll.j. 7 10 37 40 
e 
13 
Table VI shows that for the boys, at least, per-
mission to go to the movies merely means permission to be 
absent from home, as twenty-seven out of thirty-seven boys 
stated that their parents allow them to see all kinds of 
movies. The girls, on the other hand, seem to receive a 
great deal more supervision, as about the same per cent, 
twenty-six out of forty, stated that they were ~ allowed 
to see all kinds of movies. 
TABLE VII 
Question: nno your mother and father let you watch all 
kinds of television shows?n 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou:Q Grou:Q Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. IVJ:. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 16 13 11 7 8 8 35 28 
B. No. _g _1 _Q _.J_ _lb _g 6 12 
. 
18 16 11 14 12 10 41 40 
The data in Table VII indicates that children believe 
their parents regard most television as proper material for 
·their children to view; the subjects indicated that most of 
their parents, sixty-three out of eighty-one, have no ob-
jections to their children watching television indis-
criminately. As with the question about the movies, how-
ever, there was a bit more supervision indicated by the 
female subjects. 
---
TABLE VIII 
Question: nWhat kinds of television shows are you not 
allowed to watch? 11 
High Iviiddle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou:Q. Grou:Q Sa:m:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. Ivi .. F. 
A. Children's Shows. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
B. Adventure Shows. 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 
c. Crime Shows. 3 2 0 4 2 2 5 8 
D. Plays. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
E. Quiz Shows. 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
F. Sports. .o 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
G. Love Stories. 1 1 0 3 0 0 1 l.j.. 
H. News Programs. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I. Comedy Shows. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
J. Variety Shows. _Q _Q _Q 0 0 _Q _Q 0 
4 l.j.. 0 8 2 2 6 14 
In Table VIII the subjects state the television pro-
grams that their parents do not allow them to see. Of the 
six listed by the boys, four were from the High Group and 
two were from the Low Group. The six subjects listed two 
objectional programs, five selected ncrime 11 and one selected 
"Love11 • As in similar replies, the girls seemed to be more 
restricted. Thirteen subjects, from all three groups re-
plied that they were not allowed to watch nAdventure", 
"Crimen, nQuiz 11 , or "Loven programs. The majority stated 
that their parents objected to "Crime" shows. In this 
question, the majority of the answering came from the 
Middle Group. The zeros for the males of the Middle Group 
indicate that they are allowed to watch all kinds of 
Television. 
(. 15 
TABLE IX 
Question: nwhat kinds of movies are you not allowed to see?" 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
H. 
Horror or Ghost 
Pictures. 
War Pictures. 
Cowboy or Western 
Pictures. 
Musicals. 
Gangster or Crime 
Movies. 
Love Stories. 
Comedies. 
Cartoons. 
High 
Group 
1'1. F. 
1+ 
0 
0 
0 
~ 
0 
_Q 
6 
2 
0 
0 
2 
2 
0 
_Q 
13 12 
I'1iddle 
Group 
M .. F. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
_Q 
2 
1 
0 
0 
6 
3 
1 
_Q 
0 13 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1.J. 
1 
0 
_Q 
6 
1 
1 
1 
0 
2 
1 
1 
_Q 
7 
Entire 
Sample 
M.. F. 
1+ 
1 
0 
0 
8 
6 
0 
_Q 
9 
4 
1 
0 
10 
6 
2 
_Q 
19 32 
Table IX shows the types of motion pictures that the 
subjects are not allowed to see. Nineteen boys stated that 
"Crimen pictures are most objected to by their parents, with 
nLove 11 and 111Horror" running close behind._ It is interest-
ing to note that nHorror 11 pictures were the first choice of 
the boys in Table XI. As before, the parents of the girls 
exercise more selection of the pictures that their daughters 
watch. Of a total of forty subjects, thirty-one replied 
t~at their parents objected to six types of motion pictures, 
the majority choosing movies of the "Crimett type, closely 
followed by "Horror" pictures. The thirty-one subjects, re-
plying to this question, were equally divided among all three 
groups. As in Table VIII, the boys of the Middle Group in-
dicate that they are not forbidden to see any type of Movie. 
16 
TABLE X 
Question: ttHere is a list of' dif'f'erent kinds of' Television 
Shows. Indicate your f'irst, second and third choice." 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Group Grou:E Sample 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
FIRST CHOICE 
e A. Children's Shows. 1 1 0 0 1 0 2 1 
B. Adventure Shows. 5 0 2 2 5 2 12 4 
c. Crime Shows. 1 0 4 0 1 1 6 1 D. Plays. 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
E. News Programs. 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 
F. Comedy Shows. 8 10 2 6 2 1 12 17 
G. Variety Shows 0 h- 0 5 0 0 0 9 
H. Quiz Shows. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I. Sports. 4 0 2 0 3 0 9. 0 
J. Love Stories. 0 0 _Q _1. 0 _2 0 6 
19 15 11 lh. 12 10 42 39 
SECOND CHOICE 
A. Children's Shows. 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 3 
B. Adventure Shows. 5 l.j. '2 0 1 2 8 6 
c. Crime Shows. 2 1 1 3 3 0 6 4 
D. Plays. 0 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 
E. News Programs. 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 
. F. Comedy Shows • 5 3 4 0 3 3 12 6 
G. Variety Shows. 2 2 2 1 0 2 4 5 
H. Quiz Shows. 0 3 0 0 2 0 2 3 
I. Sports. 3 0 1 0 1 0 5 0 
J. Lov.e Stories. 
_1. _Q 0 
...2 _Q _1. _1. __£ 
19 15 11 14 11 10 41 39 
e THIRD CHOICE 
"'A. Children's Shows. 2 1 5 1 0 0 3 2 
B. Adventure Shows. 2 5 0 2 2 2 l.j. 9 
c. Crime Shows. 2 2 3 1 0 1 5 4 
D. Plays. 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 
E. News Programs. 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 
F .. Comedy Shows. 5 0 3 3 3 0 11 3 e G. Variety Shows. 2 4 1 2 2 1 5 7 H. Quiz Shows. 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 
I. Sports .. 5 1 3 2 1 1 9 4 
J. Love Stories. _Q _1. _1. 1 0 _1. 1 ___] 
19 15 11 14 10 10 40 39 
--
1.7 
Table X is concerned with the different kinds of 
television programs that the subjects prefer to watch. The 
first choice of the boys is equally divided between nAdventure" 
and 11 Comedy", while the girls express a preference for 
ncomedy1'. An exception to this pattern may be found among 
the girls of the Low Group. These girls are older and, 
on the whole, more mature than those of the other groups; 
this may explain their preference for "Love Storiestt. For 
their second and third choices, the boys steadfastly chose 
' 11 Comedy", while the girls 1 choices were scattered through-
out the entire list. An experienced teacher suggested a 
reason for this laek of determination. At this age, 
children have not _developed strong patterns of likes and dis-
likes and are prone to select things of this type indis-
1 
criib.i.nately. 
1 Statement by Frank Gibney, Assistant ~rincipal, 
West Warwick Junior High School, personal interview. 
18 
TABLE XI 
Question! "Here is a list of different kinds of movies. In-
dicate your first, second and third choice.u 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q GroU:Q GroU:Q Satn:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
e FIRST CHOICE 
A. Horror Pictures. 5 2 5 l.J- 3 2 13 8 
B. War Pictures. 5 0 3 0 3 0 11 0 
c. Western Pictures. 2 2 1 1 2 1 5 l.J-
D. Musicals. 1 5 0 l.J- 1 2 2 11 
E. Crime Movies. 2 0 1 0 1 0 l.J- 0. 
F. Love Movies. 0 0 0 3 0 4 0 7 
G. Comedies. l.J- 6 0 2 2 1 6 9 
H. Cartoons. 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 
-
19 15 11 14 12 10 l.J-2 39 
SECOND CHOICE 
-
A. Horror Pictures. 1 2 1 0 0 0 2 2 
B. War Pictures. 5 0 6 2 3 0 ll.J- 2 
c. Western Pictures. 5 1 2 1 2 0 9 2 
D~ Musicals. 2 2 0 2 0 l.J- 2 8 
E. . Crime Movies. 1 1 0 2 2 3 3 6 
F. Love Illfovie s. 0 2 1 3 0 1 l 6 
G. Comedies. 4 6 l 2 2 1 7 9 
H. Cartoons. 2 1 _Q 2 l 
..l:. _l .J± 
20 15 11 14 10 10 41 39 
THIRD CHOICE 
A. Horror Pictures. 0 l 0 0 0 4 0 5 
B. War Pictures. 5 0 1 3 0 l.J- 6 7 
c. Western Pictures. l.J- 0 2 3 1 l 7 l.J-
D .. Musicals. 0 2 0 1 1 0 l 3 
E. Crime Movies. 3 0 5 0 0 0 8 0 
F. Love Illfovie s. 1 5 1 0 0 0 2 5 
G. Comedies. 3 5 l 5 6 0 10 10 
H. Cartoons. _2 2 1 _g 2 0 6 _!4: 
-
19 15 11 ll.J- 10 9 40 38 
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In Table XI the subjects chose their ~avorite types 
o~. movies. As in the selection o~ television, the boys 
follow an almost unchanging pattern throughout their entire 
three choices. Their ~avorites are equally divided between 
l1Horror11 and nwar 11 pictures. The girls, OD; the whole, 
selected 11Musicals" as their ~irst choice, with 11 Comedy11 
as their second and third. Once again, the girls in the 
Low Group picked 11 Love Picturestt as their ~irst choice, 
the girls in the Middle Group chose nLove Pictures second, 
and the High Group third. Our earlier tables showed that 
the youngest subjects were in the High Group, while the 
oldest were in the Low Group. This explains the increased 
interest in ~ilms o~ this type. 
20 
CHAPTER IV 
1. PRE-FILM PREDICTIONS 
Having been told that they were to see nprairie 
Vengeance" with Hopalong Cassidy~ the subjects were asked to 
tell what they expected the picture to be about. Tables XII 
through XXXII~ inclusive~ will indicate their responses. 
TABLE XII 
Question: nHow much do you think you will like this picture?tt 
High I Middle Low Entire 
Group Group Group Sample 
M. F. M. F. N. F. M. F. 
A. Very much. 4 3 0 3 1 2 5 8 
B. Somewhat. 7 2 2 5 5 1 14 8 
c. A little. 6 9 6 6 5 6 17 21 
D. Not at all. 1 
...1. _3_ 0 _1. ...1. _s_ _g 
18 15 11 14 12 10 }.J.l 39 
From these figures it is plain that films of the cow-
boy variety do not rank as great favorites with this group. 
Subjects in all three groups and of both sexes stated that 
they expected to enjoy the picture somewhere between nsome-
whatn and u a little. rt 
e 
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TABLE XIII 
Question: for a few minutes, do 11 After watching the picture 
tell about what is going to happen?tt you think you can 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Group Grou12 Sam]2le 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Almost all. 2 2 1 1 2 0 5 3 
B. Some. llt. 6 4 5 6 7 24 18 
c. A little. 3 7 6 6 2 3 11 16 
D. Not at all. 
..J2. ..J2. ..J2. _g _g ..J2. _g _g 
19 15 11 14 12 10 1+2 39 
From Table XIII, it seems that while the subjects 
expect to enjoy the picture "somewhat" or "a little", they 
are quite familiar with pictures of this type as they state 
that they will be able to predict some of the future events. 
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TABLE XIV 
Question: nwhy do you think that you can or cannot tell what 
is going to happen?n 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:2 Grou:2 Grou:2 SarnJ2le 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Seen many similar 
pictures. 9 3 2 3 3 3 ll.j.. 9 
B. Good guesser. 1 1 0 0 0 2 1 2 
c. Haventt seen many 
similar pictures. 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 
D. All cowboy movies 
are the same. 
....2. 11 _2 _2 _]_ .J± .Q ..?1± 
19 15 11 ltJ.. 10 10 l.j..O 38 
The subjects were asked why they did or did not think 
that they would be able to tell what was going to happen in 
the movie that they were to view. In Table XIII only two or 
the entire eighty subjects stated that they would not be able 
to predict at least some of the picture. From the data 
shown above, of those subjects who said that they were going 
to be able to predict the outcome, the majority felt that 
all cowboy movies are the sarnen, and that they had nseen 
many similar pictures". 
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TABLE XV 
Question: 11What do you think this picture will be about?u 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:2 Grou:2 Grou:2 Sam:J2le 
I"i .. F. M .. F .. M • . : F. M. F. 
A. Cowboys and Indians 
·righting over land. 3 4 l 3 3 0 7 7 
B. Cattle rustlers moving 
stolen cattle. ll 9 6 5 2 6 19 20 
c. Bank robbers caught 
in act of robbing. 0 0 1 3 3 l l.J. t D. Looking for murderer. l 2 0 1 l 3 2 
E. Clearing someone 
falsely accused of 
crime. 
_3. _Q 2 _g _l_Q _§_ _g 
18 15 10 ll.J. 12 10 l.J-0 39 
The correct answer to the question in Table XV is 
"En 
' 
rtclearing someone falsely accused of crimett. However, 
it seems that the pictures which the subjects say they are so 
well acquainted with do not have a great selection of plots. 
The majority of the subjects, male and female, in all groups, 
stated that the picture would be about cattle rustlers. 
TABLE XVI 
Question: "Will anyone change sides during the film?u 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:2 Grou:2 Grou:2 Sam:J2le 
M. F. M .. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 10 10 8 l.J. 3 2 21 16 
B. No. 0 1 0 l 2 2 2 l.J. 
c. Don1 t know. _2 _lb _l _2 _J_ 6 19 19 
19 15 11 ll.J. 12 10 42 39 
Asked about a change of allegiance during the film, 
twenty-one out of forty-two boys correctly answered "yestt, 
e 
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while nineteen of thirty-nine girls replied that they did 
not know. As a change of this type is not common to all 
"westerns", it is interesting to note that a majority of the 
two higher male groups and the highest female group correctly 
predicted the change, while the majority of the remainder 
replied that they did not know. 
TABLE XVII 
Question: "How do you think they will change?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou12 GrouE GroUE S 8.m.J2le 
M. F. M. F. 1"1 .• F. M. F. 
A. Good to bad. 2 4 2 1 3 0 7 5 
B. Bad to good. 8 6 4 3 2 4 11+ 13 
c. Neutral to bad. 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 1 
D. Neutral to good. _1 1 2 _1. 1 _Q_ 
-.l:b 2 
12 11 8 5 7 5 37 21 
As has been previously mentioned, a change of this 
type is not an integral part of this type of motion picture. 
Asked what the change is going to be, those who had pre-
dicted the change, correctly stated that it would be from 
nbad to goodn. The one group failing to answer this question 
correctly was the boys in the lowest group, and here, the 
numbers involved are so small as to be unreliable. 
' e 
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TABLE XVIII 
Q.uestion: "If someone does change sides, why do you think 
he will do this?u 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou12 GrouE Grou12 SamJ2le 
M. F .. M .. F. M. F. M .. F. 
A. Forced by Hoppy. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
B. Forced by Bad Guys. 1 1+ 1 0 2 1 4 5 
c. For revenge. 7 3 3 1 1 2 11 6 
D. Save his skin. 2 1 5 4 1+ 4 11 9 
E. Realized he was 
doing wrong. 
_2 ~ _g ....:1. _l _l lli 11 
19 15 11 12 10 11 l,J.O 38 
Here, although the majority of the subjects correctly 
stated that the change was motivated by conscience, the 
figures are not so conclusive. The High Group, male and 
female, and the Middle Group females answered correctly. The 
remaining subjects, the middle boys and lower boys and girls, 
believed that the change was made nto save his skinrr. A 
reason for the division of answers could be that the older 
subjects have acquired a more calloused outlook on life. 
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TABLE XIX 
Q.uestion: 11Why do you think Hoppy will get mixed up with 
some bad guys?n 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
A. Bad guy shoots him. 0 
B. Bad guy shoots at him. 1 
C. He catches bad guy 
commiting crime. 2 
D. They kill a friend of 
Hoppy 1 s. 3 
E. They frame a friend 
of Hoppy 1 s. 12 
F.. That 1 s his job • 1 
G. Don't think Hoppy 
0 
0 
1 
5 
5 
Middle 
Group 
M. F .. 
0 
0 
l 
2 
0 
l 
3 
0 
3 
5 
Low 
Group 
M. F .. 
0 0 
5 2 
3 0 
0 1 
1 4 
0 2 
will have any trouble. _Q. _Q. _1 _Q. _3. _1 
19 15 11 12 12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
0 0 
6 3 
6 1+ 
5 5 
16 12 
5 12 
...lb l 
42 37 
While an overwhelming majority of the subjects did not 
choose the correct answer, sixteen of the forty-two boys did 
pick the correct alternative. The girls were split between 
the correct choice and another. Taking a look at the break-
down by groups, the boys of the High and Middle Groups 
correctly chose the correct answer for Hoppy 1 s intervention 
with the "bad guys'', that "they framed a friend of Hoppy' stt. 
The only other group to get the correct answer was the Low 
Girls. The remainder of the sample were divided between the 
thought that Hoppy 1 s job was the motivating force and that 
-e 
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the bad gang nkilled a friend of his". Needless to say, the 
subjects giving the more bloodthirsty answer were boys. 
TABLE XX 
Question: nHow does Hoppy work?n 
A. Always alone. 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
0 0 
B. Sometimes with a friend.7 3 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
0 
2 
0 
2 
C. Always with a friend. 12 10 8 9 
D. I don't know. _Q 2 _Q _l 
19 15 10 ll.j. 
Low Entire 
Group Sample 
M. F. H. F •. 
1 0 1 ·o 
5 3 ll.j. 8 
l.j. 6 2l.j. 25 
2 _l 2 6 
12 10 l.j.l 39 
The vast majority of the subjects didn't correctly 
answer this question. Unlike most of the cowboy and frontier 
heroes of movies and television, Hopalong Cassidy is a lone 
wolf. Had these subjects been old enough to remember the 
original of these films, or even the great revival during the 
early days of television, they might have been more familiar 
with the routine of this particular cowboy. However, it appears 
that they are familiar with this type of picture only, and the 
average T.V. and movie cowboy inevitably has his sidekick. It 
appears, therefore, that because of the great similarity of 
their wrong answers, that the shows that they are familiar 
with, follow a certain pattern. 
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TABLE XX:I 
Q.uestion: "Who will start the trouble?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou:Q Grou:Q Sam:Qle 
M .. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A .. Hoppy. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
B. Hoppy 1 s f'riends. 1 0 1 1 1 0 3 1 
c. Bad Leader. 8 7 5 7 3 5 16 19 
D. Bad Guy. 8 8 3 2 l.J- 5 15 15 
E. Won't be any .trouble. 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 
F. Don't know. 
..l:. _Q _g _3. .lt _Q _J_ _..1 
19 15 11 14 12 10 42 39 
From Table XXI we can see that the majority of' the 
sample correctly identified the nLeader of' the Bad Guysn as 
the one who would start the trouble. The only other category 
receiving any number of' choices was 11 one of' the bad gang". 
This seems to indicate that the entire group, both male and 
f'emale, are able to pick the correct group that the antagonist 
belongs to, even if' they may be unsure of' his particular 
status in the group. 
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TABLE XXII 
~uestion: "If' you.think there will be crimes committed, what 
kind do you think Hoppy will commit?u 
A. 
B. 
G. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
Cattle rustling. 
Stealing money. 
Getting drunk. 
Murder. 
Harming another. 
Don't think there 
be any crimes. 
will 
High 
Group 
M .. F .. 
2 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1-t- 2 
13. 12 
19 15 
Middle 
Group 
M. F .. 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
--211± 
11 14 
Low 
Group 
M. F .. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 
12 _2 
12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
3 1 
0 0 
0 0 
1 1 
1-t- 2 
.31±.32 
1+2 39 
In answer to this question, thirty-f'our out of' forty-
two boys and thirty-five out of thirty-nine girls correctly 
answered that Hoppy would not commit any crimes. It is in-
teresting to note that the boys and girls of the High Group 
apparently consider the violence, that Hoppy usually commits, 
a crime. 
TABLE XXIII 
Question: "If you think there will be some crimes, what kind 
do you think Happy's friend will commit?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Group Group Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Cattle,rustling. 3 1 1 0 1 2 5 ~ B. Stealing money. 0 0 0 0 2 3 2 
c. Getting drunk. 2 2 1 0 1 0 t . 2 D. Murder. 1 0 2 0 3 1 1 
E. Harming another. 1-t- 1-t- 2 0 2 0 8 1+ 
F. Don't think there will 
be any crimes. _2 ~ _2 11 2 .Jk 16 gLb 
19 14 11 13 11 10 41 38 
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Questioned about Happy's friend, the subjects were 
less sure. However, a majority of them predicted that 
Happy's friend would not commit any crimes. Here the girls 
showed marked supe~iority over the boys, answering correctly 
twenty-four out of thirty-eight times, as opposed to the boys' 
sixteen out of forty-one. Only one group was complete~y wrong, 
that being the boys of the Low Group who thought that Happy's 
pal would commit every one of the crimes listed. 
TABLE XXIV 
Question: "If you think there will be some crimes, what 
kind do you think the Bad ,Guys will comrnit?n 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou12 Grou:Q Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Cattle rustling. 12 10 1 3 3 5 16 18 
B. Stealing money. 1 1 2 6 2 1t. 5 11 
c. Getting drunk. 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 
D. Murder. 4 3 3 3 2 1 9 7 
E. Harming another. 1 0 1 1 2 0 4 1 
F. Don't think there 
. will be any crimes. 
_Q _Q _.1. _.1. 2 _Q _3. _Q 
18 14 8 . 14 12 10 38 38 
The correct answer to the question asked in Table 
XXIV is nstealing moneyu. However, the majority of the sub-
jects failed to answer correctly. In most cases, the subjects 
seemed to feel that the crime would be 11 cattle rustling". 
From this, it seems that films of this type concern themselves 
with one type of crime only, that of cattle rustling. There-
fore, while the subjects feel sure that the bad men will be 
• 
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guilty of a crime, they know only of the one crime common 
to most pictures of this type. 
TABLE XXV 
~uestion: nrf Hoppy has a fist fight with the Bad Guy, what 
do you think will happen?n 
A. Hoppy wins easily. 
B. Hoppy wins with 
difficulty. 
C. Hoppy saved by out-
sider. 
D. Bad Guy saved by 
friend. · 
E. Hoppy is beaten. 
F. No fist fight. 
High 
Group 
M.. F. 
12 
6 
0 
l 
0 
8 
6 
0 
1 
0 
19 15 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
6 
5 
0 
0 
0 
lt-
1 
1 
0 
11 13 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
2 
l.J. 
0 
1 
0 
l 
1 
1 
1 
12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
20 16 
16 11 
0 2 
2 3 
0 1 
Unlike many Hopalong Cassidy and other cowboy films, 
"Prairie Vengeance" features no fist fight. However, since a 
fight seems to be the rule rather than the exception, twenty 
out of forty-two boys, and sixteen out of thirty-eight girls 
feel that Hoppy will have a fist fight and that he will win 
easily. Of the remaining subjects, eighteen boys and seven-
teen girls state that Hoppy will have a fight with varying 
degrees of success. Only four boys and five girls correctly 
stated that there would not be any fist fight involving Hoppy. 
An interesting sidelight in the tabulated results is that 
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only one subject, a Low Group girl, felt that Hoppy would be 
beaten. 
TABLE XXVI 
Q.uestion: "If Hoppy shoots someone, what will happen to them?tt 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group GroU:Q Grou12 Sam:2le 
M. F. M. F. IV£. F. 1'-1. 
A. They are killed. 2 0 1 0 1 1 4 
B. Badly wounded. 3 7 1 4 2 1 6 
c. Slightly wounded. ll.t- 8 8 8 7 .6 29 
D. Hoppy never shoots 
people. 0 0 _Q _g _g 2 _g 
19 15 10 14 12 10 41 
In the film used for this experiment, one of the 
earlier Hopalong Cassidy pictures, Hoppy does shoot and 
F. 
1 
12 
22 
..1!: 
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apparently kill the entire gang of robbers. Of the subjects, 
however, only four boys and one girl correctly predicted 
that Hoppy would kill his victims. The majority of the re-
maining answers stated that Hoppy would only wound his ad-
versaries slightly. These facts seem to indicate that in 
more recent pictures of this type, the forces of law and 
order employ more gentle tactics than the heroes of the 
Hopalong Cassidy era. 
e 
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TABLE XXVII 
Q,uestion: 11 I:f' the leader of the bad 
them?" 
gang shoots someone, 
what will happen to 
High Middle Low Entire 
GrouE Grou:Q · Grou12 SamJ2le 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. They are killed. 12 11+ 8 7 7 6 27 27 
B. Badly wounded. 7 1 3 5 2 3 12 9 
c. Slightly wounded. 0 0 0 1 2 1 2 2 
D. Bad Guy never shoots 
people. _Q _Q _Q _Q __±. _Q __±. 0 
19 15 11 13 12 10 42 38 
In this particular Hop along Cassidy film, the outlaws 
distinguish themselves with their poor marksmanship. Al-
though they expend .a great deal of ~unition, the only 
casualty is Shanghai; he was shot ·from. close range and only 
wounded. The subjects .felt that. if the Bad Leader did shoot 
someone, he would be killed. Twenty-seven out of :forty-two 
boys and twenty- seven out of thirty-nine girls replied that 
the Bad Leader's victims would be killed, while only two boys 
and three girls answered correctly. Inspection of Table XXVII 
will show that there is no difference in answers among the 
three groups or between the sexes. 
TABLE XXVIII 
Question: nDo you think that Hoppy will get shot?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
GrouE GrouE GroUE Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 3 1 1 3 1 1 5 5 
B. No. 13 13 8 6 6 7 . 27 26 
c. Don't know. _..1 _l _Q _E. _E. 2 .....§. .....§. 
19 15 9 14 12 10 40 39 
Table XXVIII shows that twenty-seven out of forty boys 
and twenty-six of thirty-nine girls correctly stated that 
Hoppy would not get shot. The same approximate frequency of 
answers appeared throughout all the groups and sexes. The 
"don't known answers increased slightly among the low groups, 
however. 
TABLE XXIX 
Question: 11Do you think there will be girls in this picture?n 
A. Yes. 
B. No. 
c. Don 1 t know. 
High 
Grou:Q 
M. F. 
Middle 
Grou:Q 
M. F. 
18 ll.J. 10 12 
1 0 1 0 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
9 8 
0 1 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
37 34 
2 1 
_Q _l 0 2 _J. _l _J _lb 
19 15 11 ll.J. 12 10 l.J-2 39 
Thirty-seven of forty-two boys and thirty-four of 
thirty-nine girls correctly predicted that "there would be 
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girls in the pictureu. There was very little dif'f'erence in 
the answers between the I.Q. and sex groups, but once again 
there were a f'ew more 11 don 1 t knows 11 in the lower groups. 
TABLE :XXX 
Question: "If' there is a girl in the picture, whose girl 
will she be?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou:Q Grou:Q Sam:Qle 
M. F. IVI. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Hoppy' s. 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 2 
B. Happy's f'riend 1 s. 16 9 10 5 3 6 29 20 
c. Bad Guy's. 0 6 1 5 1 2 2 13 
D. Don't know. _J. _Q _Q _J. J. --1 10 .J± 
19 15 11 14 12 10 42 39 
Twenty-nine of' f'orty-two poys and twenty of' thirty-
nine girls correctly predicted that the girl in the picture 
would be Happy's f'riend 1 s. The exceptions among those 
answering correctly were the Middle Group girls, who split 
between "Hoppy' s f'riendrr and the ltBad Guyrr, and the Low 
Group boys who did not know. 
TABLE XXXI 
Q,uestion: uHow do you think this picture will end?tt 
A. Friend is cleared. 
B. Bad guys killed and 
crime unsolved. 
c. Bad guys surrender. 
D. Bad guys confess. 
E. Hoppy only one of 
good guys left. 
F. New trouble for 
Hoppy. 
G. Don't know. 
High 
Grou12 
M .. F. 
7 4 
0 0 
7 6 
h. 2 
0 0 
0 2 
_!_.1 
19 15 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
3 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 
3 
5 
0 
0 
2 
11 ll.j. 
Low 
Grou12 
M. F. 
6 0 
0 1 
1 6 
3 3 
0 0 
0 0 
_g 0 
12 10 
36 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
16 7 
0 2 
8 15 
15 10 
0 0 
0 2 
-.3. -.3. 
l.j.2 39 
The last question of the pre-film test asked about the 
ending of the picture. Table XXXI shows the answers given 
by the subjects to this question. The majority of the boys, 
sixteen out of forty-two, correctly replied that the film 
would end with Hoppy 1 s friend being cleared of the crime of 
which he stands accused. The girls on the other hand were 
not as successful. Fifteen of the thirty-nine subjects be-
lieved that the picture would end with the surrender of the 
bad men, while only seven of the group predicted the correct 
answer. An interesting sidelight is that the only group, 
male or female, answering correctly was the boys of the Low 
Group. 
e 
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TABLE XXXII 
THE NUMBER OF ~UESTIONS ANSWERED CORRECTLY 
BY A MAJORITY OF THE SUBJECTS IN PRE-FILM QUESTIONNAIRE 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Grou~ Grou~ Sa:m~le 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Questions answered 
correctly by majority 
of' subjects. 10 8 10 8 1-!- 8 12 8 
B. Questions answered in-
correctly by majority 
5 of' subjects. 7 7 8 12 8 5 8 
c. Ties * _g 2 0 _.1 1 1 0 1 
-
17 17 17 17 17 17 17 17 
This table shows the number of' questions answered or 
predicted correctly by a majority of the subjects in the 
three groups. In the High and Middle Groups, both boys and 
girls predicted the correct answers to ten and eight, res-
pectively, of' the seventeen questions. The girls of the Low 
Group were able to answer the same number correctly as the 
girls of the two upper groups. The only significant differ-
ence in the entire sample, was the Lower Group boys. They 
were able to predict only f'our correct answers to the 
seventeen questions. These f'igures are, on the whole, of 
less significance when one looks at the averages for the 
* This indicates a case where the subjects had the 
same number of responses for an incorrect alternative, as 
f'or the correct one. 
entire group. These figures show that as a group, the 
boys correctly predicted twelve of seventeen questions, 
while the girls had eight correct predictions out of the 
seventeen. 
-CHAPTER V 
INTRA-FILM PREDICTIONS 
1. INTRA-FILM QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER ONE 
39 
As had been announced, the motion picture, "Prairie 
Vengeance", was shown to an assembly of' the three groups of' 
subjects. Af'ter approximately twenty-f'ive per cent of' the 
f'ilm had been shown, the picture was stopped, and the sub-
jects ·were given a f'ive question Questionnaire with the 
f'ollowing results. 
TABLE XXXIII 
Question: uno you think that Johnny is really guilty?tt 
High I'11:iddle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou2 Grou:Q Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 3 
B. No. 18 13 11 12 12 10 41 35 
c. Don•t know. 
_Q _Q _Q _l _Q _Q _Q _l 
18 1.5 11 14 12 10 41 39 
At the point where the f'ilm had been stopped, the sub-
jects had seen Johnny, a f'riend of' Hopalong Cassidy, announce 
that he was wanted by the sherif'f' f'or a crime he had not 
committed. When asked about Johnny's probable guilt, all 
of' the boys selected the correct answer, "Non. Thirty-f'ive 
of' the thirty-nine girls indicated that he was innocent; 
three believed him guilty and one did not know. Of' the f'our 
1,J.o 
girls who were not correct in predicting Johnny's innocence, 
two were from the High Group, and two were from the Middle 
Group. 
TABLE XXXIV 
Question: 11Do you think Linda's father, Shanghai, is really 
a member of the Bad Gang? 11 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Group Group Sample 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 7 7 11 11 5 9 23 27 
B. No. 10 6 0 2 l.j.. 1 14 9 
c. Don't know. _! _g _Q 
--.-1 _3. _Q _11 _3. 
18 15 11 14 12 10 41 39 
The subjects had seen Johnny discover, while talking 
to the girl, Linda, that her father had the same name as 
one of the members of the gang of robbers who had committed 
the crime of which Johnny had been accused. Replying to a 
question about Shanghai's membership in the gang of robbers, 
twenty-three out of forty-one boys correctly answered that 
Shanghai was indeed a member of the robbers. Of the girls, 
twenty-seven of thirty-nine girls correctly predicted the 
answer. Of the twenty-three "No 1' answers, sixteen were from 
the High Group and four of the seven ndon' t knowu answers 
were from the two higher groups. 
1.f.]. 
TABLE XXXV 
Question: nWhy do you think Hoppy is looking for Johnny?n 
A. Thinks Johnny is a 
robber and wants to 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
arrest him. 0 1 
B. He 1 s heard Johnny's 
in trouble and wants 
to help him. 18 11-t-
C. Wants to visit his 
old friend, Johnny. 0 0 
D. Don't know. _Q_Q 
18 15 
Middle 
Group 
M.. F. 
0 2 
11 12 
0 0 
_Q 0 
11 11-t-
Low 
Group 
M.. F. 
0 0 
11 10 
0 0 
1 _Q 
12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M.. F. 
0 3 
1-t-O 36 
0 0 
....1. 0 
1-t-1 39 
The first sight the subjects got of' Hoppy found him 
in a bar, questioning the bartender about Johnny's where-
abouts. When asked the reason for Hoppy 1 s interest in 
Johnny, twenty-three of' forty-one boys and thirty-six of' 
thirty-nine girls correctly replied that 11 Hoppy had heard 
that Johnny was in trouble and wanted to help him. n The re-
maining four replies were scattered throughout the entire 
sample. 
TABLE XXXVI 
Question: nWhy do you think Johnny is going to the Outlaws' 
cabin?tt 
A. He 1 s really a robber 
and is there to 
High 
Group 
IVI. F. 
collect his share. 0 0 
B. Wants to capture 
robbers and clear 
himself. 18 15 
Middle 
Group 
M.. F. 
0 0 
11 ll.J. 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
0 0 
12 10 
C. Don't know. 
_Q_Q _Q_Q 0 _Q 
18 15 11 11+ 12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
0 0 
l.J.l 39 
_Q_Q 
l+l 39 
The last scene shown to the subjects prior to the break, 
showed Johnny walking to the cabin of the outlaws. Knowing 
only that Johnny was about to enter the outlaw's cabin, the 
subjects were asked, "whyn. To this question, one hundred 
per cent of the entire sample, boys, girls, High, Middle and 
Low Groups correctly predicted that Johnny was there to 
"capture the bandits and clear his name. 
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TABLE XXXVII 
Q,uestion: 11What do you think will happen when Johnny enters 
the cabin?tt 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
A. Robbers will give him 
his share of the loot. 0 0 
B. Robbers will shoot him.O 0 
C. Johnny will shoot the 
robbers. 0 0 
D. Robbers will capture 
him and tie him up. 18 1.5 
E. Don 1 t know. _Q 0 
18 1.5 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 0 1 0 
11 13 11 10 
0 1 0 0 
11 ll.f.. 12 10 
To the question concerning what would happen to 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
40 38 
0 _1. 
41 39 
Johnny when he entered the cabin of the outlaws, forty of 
forty-one boys and thirty~eight girls correctly predicted 
that he would be captured and tied up. One Middle Group 
girl did not know and one boy from the Low Group believed 
that Johnny would shoot the robbers. From these figures it 
appears that while Hollywood intended these scenes to be 
ones of suspense, there is little doubt in the minds of the 
subjects as to what is to occur. 
1+4 
2. TOTAL PREDICTIONS OF INTRA-FILI'1 QUESTIONNAIRE ONE 
It would appear ~rom the ~act that the majority o~ the 
subjects were able to predict the correct answers to all ~ive 
o~ the questions in Intra-Film Questionnaire Number One as 
opposed to a much less number o~ the Pre-~ilm questions, 
that the subjects ability to predict correctly can be in-
~luenced by the stimulus o~ seeing a portion o~ a ~ilm o~ 
type under study. 
3. INTRA-FILM QUESTIONNAIRE NUMBER TWO 
The showing o~ the experimental ~ilm, ttprairie 
Vengeance", was stopped a second time at the approximate 
hal~ way point. The subjects were asked three questions 
about events that would transpire in the next portion o~ 
the ~ilm. 
TABLE XXXVIII 
Question: rrWhere do you think Shanghai t s going with the 
money?n 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
A. He's going to run away 
with the money. l.J.. 1 
B. He's going to turn it 
over to the sheri~~. 9 13 
C. He 1 s going to return 
it to the bank 5 1 
D. Don't know. 0 0 
18 15 
Middle 
Group 
M. F .. 
5 l.J.. 
5 8 
1 2 
0 0 
11 ll.J.. 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
4 2 
3 8 
l.J.. 0 
1 _Q. 
12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
13 7 
17 29 
10 . 3 
_!_Q 
l.J-1 39 
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The subjects had seen Shanghai free himself from the 
cabin where he had been tied by his former pals, seize the 
money, and run through the door. They were asked to predict 
where he was going with it. The correct answer to this 
question was that Shanghai was going to take the stolen 
money back to the bank. To this question, in all groups 
and sexes, a majority failed to select the correct answer. 
Table XXXVIII will show how their choices fell. A majority 
of the boys and girls of all three groups, thirty-six of 
eighty subjects, believed that he was going to return the 
money, but that the sheriff was the person to whom it would 
be turned over. Twenty of the eighty thought that he was 
going to keep the money, thirteen selected the correct 
alternative, while one subject, a boy from the Low Group, 
udid not know". While the group as a whole failed to 
correctly predict the correct answer, they were able to 
determine that Shanghai had ngone straight" and was on his 
way to return the money. The fact that they all selected the 
sheriff as the recipient seems to point out that in films of 
this nature, there is only one place where justice may be 
obtained and wrongs righted, the sheriff's office. 
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TABLE XXXIX 
Question: 11Do you think Johnny will help Hoppy capture the 
Bad Guy? 11 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q GroU:Q Grou12 Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Yes. 18 13 9 114.. 8 10 35 37 
B. No. 0 2 2 0 3 0 5 2 
c. Don't know. _Q _Q 0 0 _]. 0 1 0 
18 15 11 ll~ 12 10 l+l 39 
The majority of the subjects, as noted in Table XX on 
Page 27, still feel that Hopalong Cassidy, like most cowboy 
heroes, has a sidekick. Thus; while Hoppy disposes of the 
Bad Guy single handed, the subjects believe that he will be 
aided by Johnny. 
TABLE XL 
Question: 11What do you think will happen to Hoppy when he 
gets to the cabin? 1' 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q GroU:Q Grou:Q Sam:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F .. M .. F. 
A. Hoppy will shoot the 
Bad Gang. 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 
B. The Bad Gang will 
shoot Hoppy. 3 0 0 0 0 1 3 1 
c. Hoppy will capture 
the Bad Gang. 12 11 10 13 10 9 32 33 
D. The Bad Gang will 
capture Hoppy. 2 3 0 0 1 0 3 3 
E. Don't know. 0 _]. _]. _Q 1 _Q _g _]. 
18 15 11 14 12 10 1+1 39 
As the film is stopped for a second time, Hoppy is 
seen approaching a cabin in which the bank robbers have 
--
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taken refuge. Hoppy approaches with both guns drawn and 
at the ready, while a group of armed bandits await his 
coming. The subjects, at this point, were asked what would 
happen. As later events proved, Hoppy walked to the cabin, 
amid a hail of bullets, and killed the bad men with a few 
well chosen shots. However, all of the subjects missed the 
correct answer completely and stated that Hoppy would cap-
ture the bad men. As has been stated previously, this is 
one of the older Hopalong Cassidy films and apparently one 
of the bloodier. It appears that the rrwesterntt of today 
features more 11 capturen and less 11 killingn. Thus, it would 
seem that the great similarity ·of the answers to this 
question point up the fact that while the modus operandi 
has changed, the new one is still very stereotyped and pre-
dictable. 
4· TOTAL PREDICTIONS OF INTRA-FILM QUESTIONNAIRE TWO 
Intra-Film-Questionnaire Number Two consisted of 
three questions. The subjects failed to predict the correct 
answers to any of the three questions. However, a closer 
look at the questions seem to indicate that the exact 
answers were peculiar to this film only. Examination of 
Tables XXXVIII, XXXIX and XL will reveal that, while the 
subjects failed to predict the letter of the correct answers, 
they did do very well predicting the spirit of the answers. 
~---
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5. INTRA-FILM QUESTIONNAffiE THREE 
At the three-quarter way mark, "Prairie Vengea.ncen 
was stopped a. third and last time. The subjects were then 
asked to predict the outcome by means o~ a. nine question 
questionnaire. 
TABLE XLI 
Question: 11Do you think Hoppy will get shot?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group GrouJ2 GroUJ2 SamJ2le 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
Ae Yes. 0 0 0 0 2 2 2 2 
B. No. 17 15 10 11+ 10 8 37 37 
c. Don't know. 
..1. 0 l _Q _Q _Q _g _Q 
18 15 ll 14 12 10 41 
Prior to the stopping o~ the ~ilm, Hoppy and Johnny 
were seen by the subjects approaching the cabin where the 
leader o~ the robbers was known to be waiting with drawn 
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gun. Thirty-seven o~ ~orty-one male subjects, and thirty-
seven o~ thirty-nine ~emale subjects correctly answered, 
nNo, Hoppy would not get shot. n Two males ~rom the High 
and Middle Groups did not know. Two boys and two girls ~rom 
the Low Group believed that Hoppy would be shot. These 
~igures seem to indicate tha.t a very high percentage o~ this 
group were certain that the hero would come through the 
picture unscathed. 
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TABLE XLII 
Question: 11Do you think Johnny will get shot?u 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Grou:Q Group Sample 
M. F. M. F .. M. F. M .. F. 
A. Yes. 3 l.j.. 1 3 4 0 8 7 
B. No. 1.5 10 10 11 8 10 33 31 
c. Don't know. 
_Q _1 _Q _Q 0 _Q 0 _1 
18 1.5 11 14 12 10 }.j..l 39 
To the question about the ~ate o~ Johnny, thirty-three 
o~ ~orty-one boys and thirty-one o~ thirty-nine girls 
correctly predicted his being unharmed. Seven o~ the high 
subjects, ~our o~ the middle subjects and ~our o~ the low 
thought that Johnny would get shot~ while one high ~emale 
did not know. Here the subjects still indicated that they 
were well acquainted with this type of ~ilm, although the 
percentage of correct answers are slightly smaller. 
TABLE XLIII 
Q,uestion: "Do you think Shanghai will get shot?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou"Q Group Grou:Q Sample 
M. F. M. F .. M. F. M .. F .. 
A. Yes. 1.5 11 8 3 6 7 29 21 
B. No. 3 4 2 8 5 3 10 15 
c. Don't know. 0 
_Q _1 
.....l _1 _Q 2 .....l 
18 1.5 11 14 12 10 41 39 
5o 
When the film was halted, Shanghai was being held 
prisoner by the outlaw chief. Twenty-nine of forty-one boys 
and twenty-one of thirty-nine girls correctly stated that 
Shanghai would be shot before the picture ended. Those in-
dicating belief that Shanghai would be uninjured were more 
or less equally divided among the three groups and the males 
and females. However, four of the five 11 donit known answers 
came from the Middle Group. 
TABLE XLIV 
Question: rtno you think Linda will get shot? II 
High Middle Low Entire 
Group Group Group Sample 
M. F. 1"1. F. M. F. M. F. 
t A. Yes. 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 
B. No. 16 15 11 12 12 10 39 37 
c. Dontt know. 0 
..J2 0 _g 0 ..J2 ..J2 2 
18 15 11 ll.J. 12 10 l.J.l 39 
Prior to interrupting the showing of the film, Linda 
was seen being forced from the cabin by the outlaw to per-
suade Hoppy and Johnny to leave. Thirty-nine of forty-one 
boys and thirty-seven of thirty-nine girls predicted the 
correct answer that Linda would not be harmed. Two high 
boys believed that she would be shot, while two middle 
girls did not know. This table seems to show that the status 
of women is well established in the minds of this sample. 
Women, it would seem, according to the Code of the West, are 
not harmed. 
TABLE XLV 
Question: "Who do you think will try to warn Hoppy and 
J'ohnny?ff 
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High Middle Low Entire 
Group Grou12 GroU:£2 Sa.mJ2le 
M. F. I"f. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Shanghai. 13 7 6 5 7 l 26 13 
B. Linda 5 8 3 9 4 7 12 21+ 
c. No one. _Q 0 2 0 _1.. _g _..3. 2 
18 15 11 ll+ 12 10 41 39 
The subjects, having seen the unsuspecting Hoppy and 
Johnny approach the cabin, were asked who would try to warn 
them of the waiting outlaw. Twenty-six of forty-one male 
subjects correctly answered that it would be Shanghai, while 
twenty-four of thirty-nine females believed, incorrectly, 
that Linda would be the one to warn Hoppy and Johnny. These 
figures are interesting in that they seem to show a great 
deal of loyalty on the part of the subjects to their res-
pective sex. The girls believed that it would be Linda, a 
female, while the boys selected Shanghai, a male. 
e 
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TABLE XLVI 
"What do you ~uestion: think will happen when Hoppy gets 
to the cabin? It 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou12 Grou12 GroU:Q Sample 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Hoppy will shoot 
the bad guy. 17 14 11 11 9 10 37 35 
B. The bad guy will 
shoot Hoppy. 1 1 0 1 0 0 1 2 
c. Don't know. __Q 0 0 2 
..3. __Q __.1 _g 
18 15 11 14 12 10 hl 39 
The subjects had heard Hoppy announce his intentions 
of going into the cabin where the armed outlaw waited. They 
were asked what they believed would happen to Hoppy when he 
went inside. The majority of the subjects, thirty-seven of 
forty-one boys and thirty-five of thirty-nine girls, correct-
ly predicted that Hoppy would shoot the leader of the bad 
gang. 
TABLE XLVII 
~uestion: "Whose girl will Linda be at the end of the 
picture?" 
High Middle Low Entire 
Grou:Q Grou)2 GroUJ2 Sa.m:Qle 
M. F. M. F. M. F. M. F. 
A. Hoppy's. 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
B • .Johnny's. 16 13 11 10 10 9 37 32 
c. No one's. 2 2 0 3 2 1 4 6 
D. Dontt know. 0 0 0 _Q _Q 0 0 0 
-
18 15 11 14 12 10 41 39 
Thirty-seven of forty-one boys and thirty-two of thirty-
nine girls predicted the correct answer to the question asked 
53 
in Table XLVII, that Linda would be Johnny's girl. One sub-
ject only, a Middle Group ~emale, thought that Hoppy would 
show any romantic interest in Linda, while ten subjects, 
~our male and six ~emale, thought that the picture would end 
with Linda being attached to no one. 
TABLE XLVIII 
Question: 11At the end o~ the picture, what do you think 
Hoppy will do? 11 
A. Stay with Shanghai 
and Linda. 
B. Ride on his way. 
c. Don1 t know. 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
0 0 
18 15 
_Q _Q 
18 15 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
0 0 
11 14 
_Q _Q 
ll 11+ 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
0 0 
12 10 
_Q 0 
12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F. 
0 0 
l.j.l 39 
_Q. _Q 
4l 39 
One hundred per cent o~ the subjects, male and ~ema1e 
alike, correctly answered that the picture would end with 
Hopalong Cassidy riding on his way. These ~igures seem to 
indicate that the subjects are acquainted with many pictures 
o~ this type, wher~ the hero arrives on the scene, does 
what must be done, and rides away. 
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TABLE XLIX 
Question: 11At the end of' the picture, what do you think 
Johnny will do? 11 
A. Stay with Shanghai 
and Linda. 
B. Ride on his way. 
c. Don't know. 
High 
Group 
M. F. 
2 1 
16 14 
Middle 
Group 
M. F. 
0 l 
11 13 
Low 
Group 
M. F. 
1 
9 
1 
9 
0 _Q _Q_Q _g_Q 
18 15 11 14 12 10 
Entire 
Sample 
M. F .. 
3 3 
36 36 
_g_Q 
1+1 39 
Thirty-six of' f'orty-one boys and thirty-six of' thirty-
nine girls stated, incorrectly, that they believed that the 
picture would end with Johnny riding away with Hoppy. Only 
six of' the subjects were able to predict the correct answer, 
that Johnny would stay on with Shanghai and Linda. Two of' 
the subjects, both males f'rom the Low Group, didn't know. 
As mentioned previously in Tables XX and XXXIX, on pages 27 
and 46, respectively, the cowboy hero of' today appears to 
have a sidekick who will always be with him. Hopalong 
Cassidy is an exception as the f'igures seem to show. 
6. TOTAL PREDICTIONS OF INTRA-FILM QUESTIONNAIRE THREE 
There were nine questions in the third Intra-Film 
Questionnaire. The boys of' all three groups were able to 
answer eight of' the nine correctly, while the girls of' all 
three groups answered seven of' the nine correctly. The 
questions that were not correctly answered were missed by 
• 
the entire sex group, in the case of the person to warn 
Hoppy, as shown in Table XLV and the entire sample in the 
case of what Johnny would do, as shown in Table XLIX • 
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CHAPTER VI 
1. SUMMARY 
This thesis was undertaken with the hope of determin-
ing the answers to certain questions about the television 
programs and motion pictures when watched by children of a 
certain age and intellectual group. In order to draw con-
clusions, it is necessary to summarize briefly the findings 
of this thesis and to generalize therefrom. 
~he study revealed that the subjects for the most part 
had a television set at home and that they watched it every 
day. They go to bed between nine and ten o'clock on week 
nights and between ten and eleven o'clock on week-ends. 
They replied that they see one movie or less a week and that 
they usually see them on the weekend. 
For the most part, the subjects tell their parents 
when they leave for a movie and they cited an impressive 
list o~ pictures that they are not allowed to see. On the 
other hand, most of the subjects seem to be free to see any 
and all television programs that may be telecast during 
their waking hours. 
Asked about their preference as to favorite types of 
television programs, the subjects showed a rather definite 
liking for comedy and adventure. To a similar question 
about motion pictures, the subjects expressed a strong pre-
57 
f'erence f'or Horror, War, and Musical pictures. 
The subjects were then told that they were to see the 
test f'ilm, uPrairie Vengeance", and they were asked to make 
predictions as to the outcome. Although cowboy programs make 
up a large percentage of' the available "Adventure" programs 
that they stated were their f'avorites, their replies in-
dicated that they expected to enjoy '"Prairie Vengeance 11 only 
11 somewhat11 or tta littlen. However, they stated that they 
expected to be able to predict ttsomett of' the outcome because 
they had 11 seen many similar picturestt. 
Although the subjects f'ailed to predict the correct 
plot of' the test f'ilm, their answer that it would be about 
cattle rustlers seemed to indicate a certain sameness about 
the f'ilms of' this type that they do see. 
When asked about a possible change of allegiance, a 
majority of' the subjects correctly predicted such a change, 
and an even larger number of' the subjects stated that the 
change would be f'rom nbad to good". Questioned f'urther on 
this point, the subjects were able to predict why this 
change would take place. 
To other questions about f'uture events, the subjects 
correctly stated why the hero was to become involved with 
a band of' outlaws and identified the outlaws as the people 
who would "start the troublen. 
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When asked.about the modus operandi of the hero, the 
subjects failed to name it, but by the similarity of their 
incorrect answers, they seemed to indicate a great sameness 
in films of this type. This was further brought out by 
their stating that the crime of the outlaws would be cattle 
rustling instead of stealing money, and their predicting 
the occurrence of a·fist fight which never occurred in the 
film. 
They seemed to feel, incorrectly, that since the hero 
was on the side of law and order that he would only wound 
the people that he shot, while the bad men would kill their 
victims. However, they correctly predicted that the hero 
himself would not be wounded. 
Asked about a romantic interest in the film, they 
correctly stated that there would be a girl in the picture 
and that she would romantically be connected with a secondary 
character and not the hero. 
To a final question in the pre-film questionnaire, 
the subjects successfully predicted that the picture would 
end with the hero's friend cleared of the crime of which he 
had been falsely accused. 
The subjects were then shown the promised picture. 
After approximately twenty-five per cent of the film had been 
shown, it was stopped and the subjects were asked several 
questions about events that were to follow, with the ensuing 
results. 
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As had been previously stated, one of the lesser 
characters had been accused of a crime. Asked if they 
thought he was guilty, an overwhelming majority of the sub-
jects correctly predicted his innocence. Asked about the 
guilt of one of the other characters, a lesser, but still 
substantial number stated correctly that he was guilty. 
Having only seen the falsely accused character walking 
toward the outlaw's cabin, the subjects not only predicted 
what would happen when he arrived, but what would befall 
him at the hands of the outlaws. 
The showing of the picture continued and at the half-
way mark, again the picture was halted and three more ques-
tions were asked. Here, the subjects failed to predict the 
correct outcome, but close inspection of the tabulated re-
sults seemed to indicate that they were answering with 
knowledge based on the specific type of film with which 
they were acquainted. 
At the three-quarter mark, the film was halted for 
the third and last time. The subjects again gave their 
written predictions as to the outcome of the film with the 
following results. Asked a series of questions about the 
hero and the three secondary characters getting shot, they 
successfully identified the one secondary character who was 
actually wounded. Given a choice between a man and woman 
as the person who would warn the hero of impending danger, 
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the boys selected the man, while the girls selected the 
woman. They, also, were able to foretell which of the 
characters would win the girl. However, they incorrectly 
stated that the young man would ride away with the hero, 
their work completed. 
From these findings will be drawn the conclusions 
of this the s,is. 
2. CONCLUSIONS 
These are the conclusions the author feels may be 
drawn from the above data. 
The first major question that this study attempted to 
answer was, whether movies and television were providing 
1 11 opportunities for cultural growth". It would appear not. 
From the films and television programs watched, this sample 
seemed to believe that the West was populated by cowboy 
heroes who, complete with 11 sidekickn, rode into town, re-
stored law and order, and rode away into the sunset. They 
indicated that the only crime in the Old West was that of 
cattle rustling. They seemed to believe that only the out-
laws resorted to killing. It seems obvious that a film of 
this nature offers very little, if any, opportunities for 
1 
confer ante, p.3. 
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cultural growth. 
We next attempted to determine if this type of film 
was so stereotyped that the subjects would be able to pre-
dict its plot and outcome. In other words, was there enough 
challenge to maintain interest or was it watched merely be-
cause it was available? On the subject of interest, it may 
be well to note what Hocking has to say on this subject. 
11Lack of interest in any subject depends, for 
children, far less on the.nature of the subject than 
on a persistent thwarting of the will to power in 
dealing with it; interest accompanies any task in 
which a mental momentum is established. But momentum 
can be gained only when difficulty can be indefinitely 
increased, so that the very conditions which may dis-
courage, drive away interest, and even induce loath-
ing of a subject, are conditions which make great in-
terest possible when the will to power is called in-
to lively action. We may put it down as a maxim of 
education, so far as interest is concerned,-Without 
difficulty, no lasting interest.n2 
Using the above as a yardstick, it seems that many of 
the films and television programs that the subjects cited 
as their favorites, fall somewhat short of the mark. With 
few exceptions, they were able to predict not only the 
general plot and outcome but specific incidents in· the test 
film itself. Even the exceptions seem to indicate that it 
was the test film, not the subjects, that had strayed from 
the rule of type. Thus, we may say that these subjects, 
at least, found the so-called 11Adventure 11 film both 
2 William E. Hocking, Human Nature and Its Remaki!lf.!:. 
New Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 191~1929, p. 271. 
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stereotyped and .predictable~ 
Finally, we attempted to find out if a real challenge 
existed in films of this type and the amount of genuine in-
terest the subjects expressed toward this kind of enter-
tainment. Since, as previously stated, interest seems to 
go hand in hand with the unknown, it would appear that there 
is very little challenge in this type of film. The subjects 
of all sexes'and I. Q. Groups appeared to have very little 
trouble in their predictions before seeing the film, and a 
brief exposure to the actual picture seemed to recall much 
of the heretofore forgotten information. Speaking for them-
selves, they stated that they only would enjoy the test film 
n a li ttl en and that they would be able to tell much of what 
was to follow nbecause they had seen many similar pictures .n 
From this, it seems safe to say that although the subjects 
know what will happen and are actually not too interested, 
they watch because .it comprises so great a part of the 
television programs and motion pictures available to them. 
In conclusion, it appeared that films and television 
programs of the "Prairie Vengeancett type are both stereotyped 
and predictable. From past experience with films of similar 
title and type, seventh grade students appear to be able to 
predict plot and outcome. Very little, if any, intellectual 
challenge is offered and the subjects would probably watch 
something else were it available. 
While the findings of this study cannot be described 
as complete or definite, due to the limited scope of the 
study itself, it is hoped that they will, in some way, 
contribute to the fund of knowledge gathered and being 
gathered in this and other allied fields. Should any of the 
above data prove of value, in any way, at any time, to any 
future work, to the author, at least, the study and hours 
of work are completely justified. 
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Pre-film ~uestionnaire 
i 
NAME DIVISION DATE AGE 
·------:--------- -------- --- ---
Here are 
answers. 
think is 
yourself' 
some questions about TV and Movies. There are no wrong 
However, all questions should be answered with what you 
the right answer. I want you to keep your answers to 
and not show them to your neighbor. 
1. DO YOU HAVE A TELEVISION SET AT HOME? (check one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
2 • LAST VIEEK, HOVv HANY 'riMES DI D YOU SEE A I·10VIE? (check one) 
A. Every Day 
B. 5 Days 
c. 3 Days 
D. 1 Day 
E. Not at all 
3. LAST V·;EEK, HOV; MANY THIES DID YOU VvATCH TELEVISION? (check one) 
A. Every Day 
B. 5 Days 
c. 3 Days 
D. 1 Day 
E. Not at all 
4. HERE IS A LIST OF lJIFFERENT KI!IJ'DS OF MOVIES. PUT A NUMBER ONE 
( 1) NEXT TO ThE ONE THAT YOU LIKE BEST, A NUMBER TWO (2) NEXT 
TO THE ONE THAT YOU LIKE NEXT BEST, AND A NU1\1BER THREE ( 3) NEXT 
TO THE ONE ThAT YOU LIKE THIRD BEST. 
A~ Horror or Ghost Pictures 
B. War Pictures 
c. Cowboy or V:estern Pictures 
D. Musicals With a lot of' singing and dane i ng 
E. Gangster or Cri~e Movies 
F. Love Movies 
G. Comedy, wlth a lot of' jokes and f'unny people 
H. Cartoons like Mickey Mouse 
5. BEFORE GOI:'JG TO THE EO VIES, DO YOU TELL YOUR ~WTHER OR FATHER 
V,FEHE YOU ARE GOING? (check one) 
A. Yes, almost always 
B. Yes 1 about half' the time 
C. No, almos t rever 
114 
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6. DO YOUR I:IOTHER l,ND FATHER LET YOU SEE ;.LL KI;TDS OF 1·10VIES? 
(check one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
7. IF YOU 1~NS\:ERED quESTION //6 '1N0 11 , CHECK 'rHE Kr,IDS OF HOVIF.S 
TH.h.T YOU ARE NOT _.;.LLOVJED TO SEE 
A. Horror or Ghost Pictures 
B. War Pictures 
C. Cowboy or VJestern Pictures 
D. Musicals 
E. Gangster or Crime Movies 
F. Love Stori os 
G. Comedies 
H. Cartoons 
8. HERE IS .d. LIST OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF' TELEVISION ShOV, s. PUT 
A NUr:IBER ONE ( l) NEXT TO THE ONE THAT YOU LIKE BEST, A 
r-ITJMBER r.r~10 ( 2) NEXT TO THE ONE THliT YOU LIKE NEXT BEST, .i.ND 
A NUMBER THREE ( 3) N:EX.T TO 'l'HE ONE TK.T YOU LIKE 'rHIRD BEST. 
A. Children's Shows (Like Howdy Doody, Super Circus, 
Mickey Mouse) 
B. l:.dventure Shows 
c. Crime Shows 
D. Plays 
E. News Programs 
F. Comedy Shows tLiko Jackie Gleason or Sgt. Bilko) 
G. variety Shows (Like Ed Sullivan or Perry Como) 
H, Quiz Shows. 
·r. Sports 
J. Love St'ories 
9. DO YOUR HOTHER 1'.ND Fl•TllER LET YOU SEE ;~LL KINDS OF TELEVISION 
SHOWS? (check one) 
••• Yes 
B. No 
#4 
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10. IF YOU .i~NS\iERED QUESTION //9 nNo;r, CHECK THE KIFDS OF 
TELEVISION ShOVVS Th,-.T YOU l-;.HE NOT ALLOYvED TO SEE 
A. Children's Shows 
B. Adventure Shows 
c. Crime Shows 
D. PlG.ys 
E. Quiz Shows 
F. Sports 
G. Love Stories 
H~ News Programs 
I. Comedy Shows 
J. Variety Shows 
11. vVHLT 'riME_ DO YOU GO TO BED ON SCHOOL NIGHTS? (check one) 
A. Nine Otclock 
B. Nine Thirty 
c. Ten 0 r clock 
D. Ten Thirty 
E. Eleven O'clock or later 
12. VJHAT 'J.lHU£ DO YOU GO TO BED ON WEEKENDS? (chock one) 
A. Nino O'clock 
B. Nine Thirty 
c. Ten 0 1clock 
D. Ten Thirty 
E. Eleven O'clock or later 
iii 
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iv ~n a short time you will see a moving picture. It is called Pr~irie Vengeance" and stars Hopalong Cassidy. Before we see the mov~e, here are a few questions that you are to answer. 
13 • HOVJ WELL DO YOU THINK YOU WILL LIKE THIS PICTURE? (check one) 
A4 Very much 
B. Somewhat 
C. A little 
D. Not at all 
14. AFTER vJATCHING THIS PICTURE FOR A FEW MINUTES, DO YOU THINK 
THAT YOU C .... N TELL JUST ABOUT ALL THAT. IS GOING TO HAP.~)EN? (check one) 
A. Yes, almost all 
B. Yes, some of it 
c. YesJ a little 
D. No, not at all 
15. ';HY DID YOU ANSWER r"WESTION //14 THE VJ.AY YOU DID? (check one) 
A. Because I have seen a lot of pictures like this one 
B. Because I am a good guesser 
C. Because I haven't seen many pictures like this one 
D. Because all cowboy movies are the same 
16. VJHA'r DO YOU THINK THIS PICTURE \JILL BE ABOUT? (check one) 
A. Cowboys and Indians fighting over land 
B. Cattle Rustlers moving stolen cattle aeross the border 
c. Bank robbers caught robbing and shooting their way out 
D. Looking for a murderer 
E. Clearing someone falsely accused of crime 
17. DO YOU THINK ANYONE hiLL CHANGE SIDES DURI}/11 THE FILM?( check one) 
18. 
19. 
A. Yes 
B. No 
c. Don't know 
IF YOU ANSWERED QUESTION #17 11 YES 11 
' 
CHECK ONE 
A. Change from good side to bad side 
B. Change from bad side to good side 
c. Change from neutral to bad side 
D. Change from neutral to good side 
IF S0~1EONE DOES CHANGE SIDES,WHY DO YOU THINK HE VJILL DO T~HS? (check one) · 
A. He was forced by Hoppy 
B. He was forced by bad guys #4 
c. For revenge 
D. To save his skin 
E. He realized he was doing wrong 
20. Page 5 
WHY DO YOU 'rHINK HOPPY IS GOING TO GET MIXED UP WITH SOME 11 Bl-i.D GUYS"? (check one) 
A. Bad Guy shoots him 
B. Bad Guy shoots at him 
C. He catches a Bad guy committing a crime 
D. They kill a friend of Hoppyrs 
E. They frame a friend of Hoppyrs 
F. Because thatrs his job 
v 
G. I don't think Happy will have trouble With anyone 
21. HOW DOES HOPPY WORK? (check one) 
A. Always alone 
B. Sometimes with a fri~nd 
C. Always With a friend 
D. I don 1 t know 
22. V:!HO WILL START THE TROUBLE? (check one) A. Happy 
B. One of Hoppyrs friends c. The leader Of the Bad Guys D. One of the Bad Guys 
E. I don't think there will be any trouble F. I donrt know 
23. IF YOU THINK THAT THERE WILL BE SOME CRIL'IES, VJH:~T KIND DO YOU 
rrHINK HOPPY WILL C 011IMIT? (check one) 
24. 
25. 
A. Cattle Rustling 
B. Stealing money 
C. Getting drunk 
D., Murder 
E. Harming another 
F. I don't think he will commit any crimes 
IF YOU THINK THEliE \:ILL BE SOME CHDIES; VIHAT KIND 
HOPPY r S FRIEND \"/ILL COM~UT? (check one) 
A. Cattle Rustling 
B. Stealing money 
C. Getting drunk 
D. Murder 
E. Harming another 
F. I donrt think he will commit any crimes 
DO YOU THI1TK 
IF YOU THINK THERE ·vJILL BE SOME CRIMES, rJHAT KIND DO YOU THINK 
THE BAD GUYS VliiLL COHMI'T? (check one) 
,;1. Cattle Rustling 
B. Stealing money 
C. Getting drunk 
D. lVIUl''d.er 
E. Harming another 
F. I don't think they will commit any crimes 
#4 
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~- 26. vi IF HOPPY HAS A FIST FIGHT WITH THE BAD GUY VVHAT DO YOU THINK \'JILL Hl.,.PPEN (check one) " 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
Hoppy will win easily 
Hoppy will win with difficulty 
Hoppy is saved by someone else 
The Bad Guy is saved by a friend 
Hoppy is beaten 
I dontt think Hoppy will have a fist fight 
27. IF HOPPY SHOOTS SOMEONE, WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM? (check one) 
A. They are killed 
B. They are badly wounded 
c. They are slightly wounded 
D. Hoppy never shoots people 
28. IF TFE LEJ.DER OF THE BAD GUYS SHOOTS SOI/fBONE, VJHl.,.T HAPPE'-rS TO 
THET~? (check one) 
n. They are killed 
B. They are badly wounded 
C. They are slightly wounded 
D. The leader of the bad guys doesn'G shoot anyone 
29. DO YOU THINK HOPPY VJILL GET SHOT? (chock one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
C. I don t t know 
30. Do YOU THINK THAT THERE \JILL BE ANY GIRLS IN THIS PICTURE? 
(check one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
C. I don't know 
31. IF THERE IS A GIRL IN THE PICTURE, VJHOSE GIRL WILL SHE BE? 
(chock one) 
r. 
Ho 
B. 
c. 
D. 
Hoppy 's 
Hoppyts friend's 
Bad Guyrs 
I <ion 1 t know 
32. HOVJ DO YOU THINK THIS PICTURE VJILL END? (check one) 
A. 
B. 
c. 
D. 
E. 
F. 
G. 
Hoppyts friend is cleared 
All the bad guys are killed and the crime is unsolved 
The bad guys surrender 
Tho bad guys confess their crime 
Hoppy is the only one of the good guys left 
New trouble starts for Hoppy 
I don't know 
/14 
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NAME 
vii 
DIVISION AGE 
------------------------- ------------------ --------
Now that you have seen part of the picture, let 1s see how 
well you can do guessing how it will come out. Answer these 
questions the same way you did the first questions. Once again, 
I only want your ·answers, so let's do our own work. 
l. Do YOU THINK THAT JOHNNY IS REALLY GUILTY! (check one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
C. Doni t know 
2. DO YOU THINK LINDA IS FATHER SHANGHAI IS REALLY A MEi'1BER OF THE 
BAD GANG? (check one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
C, Donr t know 
3. WHY DO YOU THINK HOPPY IS LOOKING FOR JOHNNY? (check one) 
A. He thinks Johnny is a bank robber and wants to arrest 
him. 
B. He has heard that Johnny is in trouble and wants to help 
him. · 
c. Johnny is an old friend and Hoppy wants to visit him. 
D. I don't know. 
4. ~!JHY DO YOU THINK TIL ... ·:r JOHNNY IS GOING TO 11-IE OUTLAW rs CABIN? 
(check one) 
A. He is really a member of the gang and is there to 
collect his share. 
B. He wants to capture the bank robbers and clear himself. 
C. I don r t know • 
5. WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL HAPPEN WHEN JOHNNY ENTERS THE CABIN? (check one) 
A. The robbers will give Johnny his share of the loot. 
B. The robbers will shoot Johnny. 
c. Johnny will shoot the robbers, 
-- D. The robbers Will capture Johnny and tie him B.p. 
E. I don r t know. 
--
Ill 
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NAME DIVISION AGE 
-------------------------- --------------- ---------
Viii 
The picture is now about half over. Do you think that you 
can do any better at telling what is going to happen? 
1. \JHERE DO YOU THINK SHANGHAI IS GOING \IJI'I1H THE MONEY? (check one) 
A. He is going to run away and keep the money for himself. 
B. He is going to turn the money over to the sheriff~ 
c. He is going to take it back to the bank? 
D. I don't know 
2. DO YOU THINK JOHNNY WILL HELP HO P?Y CAPTURE THE BAD GUY? (check 
one) 
A. Yes 
B. No 
c. Don't know 
3. r:HAT DO YOU THINK \':ILL HAPPEN TO 1IOPPY 'VIHEN HE GETS TO THE 
CABIN HE IS \1ALKING T0\1, ARD? (check one) 
A. Hoppy will shoot the Bad Gnng. 
B. The Bad Gang will shoot Hoppy. 
c. Hoppy will capture the Bad Gang 
D. The Bad Gang Will capture Hoppy. 
E. I don't know. 
#2 
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NAME~---~------~------------~DIVISION. ______ ~------~AGE. ____ ~--
' 
After seeing three-fourths of the pictur·e do you think 
you can tell how it is going to come out? 
1. DO YOU THINK TH..:;.T HOPPY \iJILL GET SHOT? (check one) 
A... Yes 
B. No 
C ~ Don rt knON 
2 p DO YOU THINK JOHNNY VJILL GET SHOT? (check one} 
A-. Yes 
B.. No 
C. Donlt know 
3 • DO YOU THINK SHANGHAI WILL GET SHOT? (check one) 
A~ Yes 
B. No 
0.- Donrt knew 
4.. DO YOU THINK LINDA WILL GET SHOT? (check one) 
__ A~ Yes 
B. · No 
0: Don tt know 
5. VlHO DO YOU THINK VviLL TRY TO \i\.ARN HOPPY AND JOHNNY?( check one) 
A. Shanghai 
B. Linda 
0. No one 
6.. . WHAT· DO YOU THINK ViiLL HAPPEN WHEN HOPPY GETS TO THE CABIN? 
. _(check one) · 
...... 
A. Hoppy Will ·shoot the leader of the Bad Gang .. 
B. The leader of the Bad Gang will shoot Hoppy. 
C~ I dontt know~ 
7. 'li:!HOSE -GII~L hi LL: LINDA BE AT THE E!'JD OF THE PICTURE?( check one) 
A.. Hoppyt s . 
B; Johnny's 
c. No ones 
D• I d@n't know 
~ ~ 
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8~ A'r THE EJiflJ OF rrHE PICTURE, \JJHAT DO YOU rrHINK Ho:>py 1ijiLL DO? 
· (Check one) 
A. Stay with Shanghai and Linda 
B. Riae on his way 
c. I don't know 
X 
9 ~ A·~, TI:TE EFD OF T.f-":E PICTURE, 1.iHA'J: DO YOU THI1\fK JOHNNY \iliLL DO? 
A. Stay with Shanghai and Linda 
B. Ride away with Hoppy 
c. I don 1 t know 
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I. Q,. 's - HIGH GROUP 
• 
NUMBER ~ NUIVIBER FEMALE 
1 100 1 101 
2 100 2 104 
3 104 3 106 
e 4 
105 4 107 
5 106 5 107 
6 107 6 108 
7 108 7 112 
8 111 8 112 
9 111 9 111.J. 
10 113 10 111.J. 
11 114 11 115 
12 114 12 117 
13 114 13 119 
11.J. 117 11.J. 120 
15 118 15 122 
16 '120 
17 120 
18 121 
19 121 
Average I. Q. .. 111.9 Average I. Q,. 111.8 
AGES - HIGH GROUP 
12 12 11 12 
7 13 4 13 
Average Age 12.3 Average Age 12.2 
xii 
I. Q.'s - MIDDLE GROuP 
• 
NUMBER MALE NUMBER FEivJALE 
1 99 1 101 
2 100 2 102 
3 100 3 102 
4 100 1-t 102 
5 101 5 105 
6 101 6 106 
7 102 7 106 
8 103 8 106 
9 111 9 107 
10 114 10 108 
11 115 11 108 
12 114 
13 115 
14 115 
Average I. Q. 104.1 Average I. Q.. 108.8 
.. 
AGES - MIDDLE GROuP 
7 12 3 12 
2 13 8 13 
2 14 3 14. 
Average Age 12.5 Average Age 13.0 
• 
xiii 
I • Q. 's - LOW GROUP 
• 
NUIIIJBER MALE NUMBER FEI"iALE 
1 69 1 74 
2 71+ 2 87 
3. 78 3 88 
·e l.J. 81 4 89 
5 82 5 94 
6 89 6 94 
7 93 7 98 
8 95 8 99 
9 95 9 101 
10 109 10 108 
11 111 
12 112 
Average I. Q. 89.8 Average I .Q •. 97·3 
AGES - LOW GROUP 
3 12 1 12 
4 13 l.J. 13 
2 14 2 14 
3 1·.5 2 1.5 'i 
1 16 
• 
Average Age 13·4 Average Age 13.8 
